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This workshop 
will explore…

1. Please enter your name, position 
and department in the chat.

2. This presentation will take about 
30-40 minutes which will allow 
for plenty of time for discussion 
and questions.

3. Please hold your questions until 
the end and/or  put them in the 
chat.

…..some of the many kinds of analytic 
approached and frames available to the 
qualitative researcher



QUICK REVIEW….ATTRIBUTES OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH



Qualitative Research is Focused….On meaning; lived 

experiences of the participants

Examine perceptions, motivations, and 
experiences that are significant 
(meaningful) to people

Analyze  texts (written word, images), talk
(spoken word, conversations), and 
interactions (encounters, events) --rather 
than numbers and statistics, 

Examines social processes, not 
probabilities or predictions

Qualitative research is an iterative and you could say, 
creative craft; no single “recipe” for qualitative research.

More information?
Visit the resources bank of the ORSS. See especially several 
excellent recorded webinars on Qualitative Research.

Great overall foundational text: Merriam, S., & Tisdell, E. A. 
(2016). Qualitative research: A guide to design and 
implementation (4th ed.). John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

An excellent text for better understanding of conducting 

your qualitative analysis: Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. 
M., & Saldaña, J. (2020). Qualitative data analysis: 
A methods sourcebook (4th ed.). SAGE. 

QUICK REVIEW: WHAT QUALITATIVE RESEARCH SEEKS TO ACCOMPLISH

https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/resources/past-webinar-recordings/




So, what 
data are we 
analyzing?

Examine perceptions, motivations, and 

experiences that are significant 

(meaningful) to people

Analyze  texts (written word, images), talk

(spoken word, conversations), and 

interactions (encounters, events) --rather 

than numbers and statistics, 

Examines social processes, not probabilities 

or predictions
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Where to start: Process of refining codes for qualitative inquiry

Open 
coding

Axial 
coding

Selective 
coding

Great basic discussion and examples HERE

Excellent and short discussion of open, axial, selective coding HERE

Memoing Also…

Memoing

http://pages.cpsc.ucalgary.ca/~saul/wiki/uploads/CPSC681/opencoding.pdf
https://www.projectguru.in/grounded-theory-analysis-using-axial-and-selective-coding/


Your turn



Data Example#1 “Carol” middle school student

Q: And so, so you told me a little bit about the writing that you do in school that’s significant to you. How about writing that you 

doing outside of school? Any kind of whether its lists or diary or texting, I mean, you name it anything that has to do with. 

Umm, it could sometimes be really important or it could be something from like homework or its 

either like an essay I am writing about like why you want to be in this or why you want to be in that.

my Mom really encourages me and my sister to write “thank you” letters to our teachers or yeah, 

umm I don't really text a lot. It's either usually for my Mom if she is like driving or something?

Umm and I only have like I rarely text a lot because I am not on like on a device all the time.

Read through the data sample (interview question) a couple of 

times. Jot down one or two possible open codes.



#2 Data Example: Steve and Brad job interview



P2 Steve and Brad



Memo writing



Memoing: Hunches, ideas, thoughts, Write the Memo!!! Observational, 
theoretical, methodological…. Can lead to open codes; or to axial codes; or to 
your final categories. Can help you capture your rationale for your code book.

Observational notes are statements bearing upon 

events experienced principally through watching and 

listening. They contain as little interpretation as 

possible, and are as reliable as the observer can 

construct them. Each ON represents an event deemed 

important enough to include in the fund of recorded 

experience, as a piece of evidence for some 

proposition yet unborn or as a property of context or 

situation. An ON is the Who, What, When, Where, 

and How of human activity. It tells who said or did 

what, under stated circumstances (p. 100).

Theoretical notes represent self-conscious, 

controlled attempts to derive meaning from any 

one or several observation notes. The observer as 

recorder thinks about what he has experienced, 

and makes whatever private declaration of 

meaning he feels will bear conceptual fruit. He 

interprets, infers, hypothesizes, conjectures; he 

develops new concepts, links these to older ones, 

or relates any observation to any other in this 

presently private effort to create social science (p. 

101).

Schatzman, L., & Strauss, A. (1973). Field research: Strategise for a 
natural sociology. Prentice-Hall.

Excellent blog see more here

https://qualpage.com/2017/04/14/memo-writing-as-a-way-of-being-a-researcher/


Memo-writing as a way to capture your ongoing 
thinking….

● A methodological note is a statement that reflects an 

operational act completed or planned: an instruction 

to oneself, a reminder, a critique of one’s own tactics. 

It notes timing, sequencing, stationing, stage setting, 

or maneuvering. Methodological notes might be 

thought of as observational notes on the researcher 

himself and upon the methodological process itself; as 

complete a chronicle as the recorder finds necessary or 

fruitful. Were he to plan on writing for later 

publication about his research tactics, he would take 

detailed notes; otherwise his MN consists mainly of 

reminders and instructions to [the researcher] (p. 101).

● Why write memos?

For example, Charmaz (2000, p. 518) writes that 

memo writing helps researchers to:

1. grapple with ideas about the data

2. to set an analytic course

3. to refine categories

4. to define the relationships among various 

categories, and

5. to gain a sense of confidence and competence 

in their ability to analyze data.

Charmaz, K. (2000). Grounded theory: Objectivist and constructivist 
methods. In N. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Handbook of qualitative 
research (2nd ed., pp. 509-535). Sage.

Schatzman & Strauss, 1973,
Excellent blog see more here

https://qualpage.com/2017/04/14/memo-writing-as-a-way-of-being-a-researcher/


Analytic memoing is the generally known term

● After coding

● Expansion

● Pondering

● Examples here (expanded)

noticings

Series of 

questions

https://studylib.net/doc/8073281/analytic-memo-examples


Your turn

Go back to your open codes.

See if you can jot even a 

micro-memo –

about method, theory, 

analysis, -- anything –

ponder “out loud, on paper”



One way of visualizing data (color). Other ways can include creating tables, 

story boards and more.



Part of the analysis process

And visualizing…



Beginning to establish codes and themes – next is 

needed memoing, and establishing stable codes.



Another kind of display – how you lay it out and arrange columns







Features of a “good code” – not necessarily an 
“open” code – more a “selected code”

A good code carries five elements;

1. a name,

2. a definition of the theme concerns,

3. an elaboration of translating a theme to a code,

4. an explanation of inclusion or exclusion to the identification of theme, and,

5. listing of positive and negative examples.



Code book example
(selected)

talk (interviews)

Citation

● DeCuir-Gunby, J., Marshall, P., & 

Mcculloch, A. (2011). 

Developing and using a 

codebook for the analysis of 

interview data: An example 

from a professional 

development research project. 

Field Methods , 23. 136-155. 

10.1177/1525822X10388468. 



Code book example

Content/text
(journal articles e.g. a 
review of literature)

Diez-Busto, E., Sanchez-Ruiz, L., & 

Fernandez-Laviada, A. (2021). The B 

Corp Movement: A systematic 

literature review. Sustainability, 13, 

2508. 10.3390/su13052508. 



Code book example

Content/text
(social media/Twitter 
– public opinion)

Massey, Philip & Leader, Amy & 

Yom-Tov, Elad & Budenz, Alexandra 

& Fisher, Kara & Klassen, Ann. 

(2016). Applying Multiple Data 

Collection Tools to Quantify Human 

Papillomavirus Vaccine 

Communication on Twitter. Journal 

of Medical Internet Research. 18. 

e318. 10.2196/jmir.6670. 



Code Book
note colors attached to codes and data exemplars





Questions?
Analysis experiences 
to share?

Thank you for attending. I 

am happy to talk with you 

on an individual basis. 

You can schedule a 

meeting HERE or email 

me at 

aconsalvo@uttyler.edu Visit the resources bank of the ORSS. See especially several 
excellent recorded webinars on Qualitative Research.

https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/consultants/
mailto:aconsalvo@uttyler.edu
https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/resources/past-webinar-recordings/


Visit the ORSS
Thank you!

Visit the ORSS page to schedule a consult 
with colleagues about your research.

https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-
research-design-data-analysis-

lab/consultants/

https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/consultants/

