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STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 001 (Social Science Instruction): The
teacher understands and applies social science
knowledge and skills to plan, organize, and
implement instruction and assess learning. 

A. Understands the social studies content and performance standards that constitute the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 
B. Understands the vertical alignment of the social sciences in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS) from grade level to grade level, including prerequisite knowledge and skills. 
C. Understands and uses social studies terminology correctly. 
D. Understands the implications of stages of student growth and development for designing and
implementing effective learning experiences in the social sciences (e.g., knowledge of and respect for
self, family, and communities; sharing; following routines; working cooperatively in groups). 
E. Selects and applies effective, developmentally appropriate instructional practices, activities,
technologies, and materials to promote students’ knowledge and skills in the social sciences. 
F. Selects and applies current technology as a tool for teaching and communicating social studies
concepts. 
G. Selects and uses effective instructional strategies, activities, technologies, and materials to promote
students’ knowledge and skills in the social sciences. 
H. Understands how to promote students’ use of social science skills, vocabulary, and research tools,
including currently available technological tools. 
I. Applies instruction that relates skills, concepts and ideas across different socialscience disciplines. 
J. Provides and facilitates instruction that helps students make connections between knowledge and
methods in the social sciences and in other content areas. 
K. Uses a variety of formal and informal assessments and knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS) to determine students’ progress and needs and to help plan instruction that addresses
the strengths, needs and interests of all students, including Englishlanguage learners and students with
special needs. 
L. Understands and relates practical applications of social science issues and trends. 
M. Creates maps and other graphics to represent geographic, political, historical, economic and cultural
features, distributions and relationship. 
N. Communicates the value of social studies education to students, parents/ caregivers, colleagues and
the community. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 002 (History): The teacher
understands and applies knowledge of
significant historical events and developments,
multiple historical interpretations and ideas,
and relationships between the past, the present,
and the future as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

A. Demonstrates an understanding of historical points of reference in the history of Texas, the United
States and the world (e.g., the Texas Revolution, the Republic of Texas and the annexation of Texas by
the United States). 
B. Analyzes how individuals, events and issues shaped the history of Texas, the United States and the
world. 
C. Demonstrates an understanding of similarities and differences among Native American groups in
Texas, the United States and the Western Hemisphere before European colonization.
D. Demonstrates an understanding of the causes and effects of European exploration and colonization of
Texas, the United States and the Western Hemisphere. 
E. Analyzes the influence of various factors (e.g., geographic contexts, processes of spatial exchange,
science, technology) on the development of societies. 
F. Understands common characteristics of communities past and present, including reasons people have
formed communities (e.g., need for security, religious freedom, law and material wellbeing), ways in which
different communities meet their needs (e.g., government, education, communication, transportation,
recreation) and how historical figures, patriots and good citizens helped shape communities, states and
nations. 
G. Demonstrates an understanding of basic concepts of culture and the processes of cultural adaptation,
diffusion and exchange. 
H. Applies knowledge and analyzes the effects of scientific, mathematical and technological innovations
on political, economic, social and environmental developments as they relate to daily life in Texas, the
United States and the world. 
I. Demonstrates an understanding of historical information and its correlation to other disciplines. 
J. Demonstrates an understanding of how to formulate historical research questions and use appropriate
procedures to reach supportable judgments and conclusions in the social sciences. 
K. Demonstrates an understanding of historical research and knows how historians locate, gather,
organize, analyze and report information by using standard research methodologies. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 002 (History): The teacher
understands and applies knowledge of
significant historical events and developments,
multiple historical interpretations and ideas,
and relationships between the past, the present,
and the future as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

L. Knows the characteristics and uses of primary and secondary sources for historical research (e.g.,
databases, maps, photographs, media services, the Internet, biographies, interviews, questionnaires,
artifacts); analyzes historical information from primary and secondary sources; understands and
evaluates information in relation to bias, propaganda, point of view and frame of reference. 
M. Applies and evaluates the use of problem-solving processes, gathering of information, listing and
considering options, considering advantages and disadvantages, choosing and implementing solutions
and assessing the effectiveness of solutions. 
N. Applies and evaluates the use of decision-making processes to identify situations that require
decisions: by gathering information, identifying options, predicting consequences and taking action to
implement the decisions. 
O. Communicates and interprets historical information in written, oral and visual forms and translates
information from one medium to another (e.g., written to visual, statistical to written or visual). 
P. Analyzes historical information by categorizing, comparing and contrasting, making generalizations
and predictions and drawing inferences and conclusions (e.g., regarding population statistics, patterns of
migration, voting trends and patterns). 
Q. Applies knowledge of the concept of chronology and its use in understanding history and historical
events. 
R. Applies different methods of interpreting the past to understand, evaluate and support multiple points
of view, frames of reference and the historical context of events and issues. 
S. Demonstrates an understanding of the foundations of representative government in the United States,
significant individuals, events and issues of the Revolutionary era and challenges confronting the United
States government in the early years of the Republic. 
T. Demonstrates an understanding of westward expansion and analyzes its effects on the political,
economic and social development of the United States and Texas, including its effects on American
Indian life. 
U. Analyzes ways that political, economic and social factors led to the growth of sectionalism and the Civil
War. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 002 (History): The teacher
understands and applies knowledge of
significant historical events and developments,
multiple historical interpretations and ideas,
and relationships between the past, the present,
and the future as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

V. Understands individuals, issues and events involved in the Civil War and analyzes the effects of
Reconstruction on the political, economic and social life of the United States and Texas. 
W. Demonstrates an understanding of major United States and Texas reform movements of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries (e.g., abolitionism, women’s suffrage, civil rights, temperance). 
X. Demonstrates knowledge of boom and bust cycles of leading Texas industries (e.g., railroads, the cattle
industry, oil and gas production, cotton, real estate, banking, computer technology). 
Y. Demonstrates an understanding of important individuals, issues and events of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries in Texas, the United States and the world (e.g., urbanization, Great Depression, the
Dust Bowl, the Second World War, growth of the oil and gas industry). 
Z. Analyzes ways that particular contemporary societies reflect historical events (e.g., invasion,
conquests, colonization, immigration). the value of social studies education to students, parents/
caregivers, colleagues and the community. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 003 (Geography and Culture): The
teacher understands and applies knowledge of
geographic relationships involving people,
places and environments in Texas, the United
States and the world; the teacher also
understands and applies knowledge of cultural
development, adaptation, diversity and
interactions among science, technology and
society as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

A. Analyzes and applies knowledge of key concepts in geography (e.g., location, distance, region, grid
systems) and knows the locations and the human and physical characteristics (e.g., culture, diversity) of
places and regions in Texas, the United States and the world. 
B. Analyzes ways that location (absolute and relative) affects people, places and environments (e.g., the
location of renewable and nonrenewable natural resources such as fresh water, fossil fuels, fertile soils
and timber). 
C. Analyzes how geographic factors have influenced the settlement patterns, economic development,
political relationships and historical and contemporary societies, including those of Texas, the United
States and the world. 
D. Demonstrates an understanding of physical processes (e.g., erosion, deposition, weathering; plate
tectonics; sediment transfer; flows and exchanges of energy and matter in the atmosphere that produce
weather and climate; weather patterns) and their effects on environmental patterns. 
E. Analyzes how humans adapt to, use and modify the physical environment and how the physical
characteristics of places and human modifications to the environment affect human activities and
settlement patterns. 
F. Demonstrates an understanding of the physical environmental characteristics of Texas, the United
States and the world, past and present, and analyzes how humans have adapted to and modified the
environment. 
G. Examines how developments in science and technology affect the physical environment; the growth
of economies and societies; and definitions of, access to and the use of physical and human resources. 
H. Creates and interprets maps of places and regions that contain map elements, draws sketch maps
that illustrate various places and regions, and uses the compass rose, grid system and symbols to locate
places on maps and globes. 
I. Demonstrates an understanding of basic concepts of culture; processes of cultural adaptation,
diffusion and exchange; and positive and negative qualities of a multicultural society. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 003 (Geography and Culture): The
teacher understands and applies knowledge of
geographic relationships involving people,
places and environments in Texas, the United
States and the world; the teacher also
understands and applies knowledge of cultural
development, adaptation, diversity and
interactions among science, technology and
society as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

J. Demonstrates an understanding of the contributions made by people of various racial, ethnic and
religious groups. 
K. Analyzes the effects of race, gender, socioeconomic class, status and stratification on ways of life in
Texas, the United States and the world. 
L. Identifies, explains and compares various ethnic and/or cultural customs, celebrations and traditions.
M. Demonstrates an understanding of relationships among cultures of people from various groups,
including racial, ethnic and religious groups, in the United States and throughout the world (e.g., conflict
and cooperation among cultures; factors that influence cultural change, such as improved
communication, transportation and economic development). 
N. Compares and analyzes similarities and differences in the ways various peoples at different times in
history have lived and have met basic human needs, including the various roles of men, women, children
and families in past and present cultures. 
O. Compares similarities and differences among Native American groups in Texas, the United States and
the Western Hemisphere before European colonization. 
P. Applies knowledge of the role of families in meeting basic human needs and how families and cultures
develop and use customs, traditions and beliefs to define themselves. 
Q. Understands and applies the concept of diversity within unity. 
R. Relates geographic and cultural information and ideas to information and ideas in other social sciences
and other disciplines. 
S. Formulates geographic and cultural research questions and uses appropriate procedures to reach
supportable judgments and conclusions. 
T. Demonstrates an understanding of research related to geography and culture and knows how social
scientists in those fields locate, gather, organize, analyze and report information using standard research
methodologies. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 003 (Geography and Culture): The
teacher understands and applies knowledge of
geographic relationships involving people,
places and environments in Texas, the United
States and the world; the teacher also
understands and applies knowledge of cultural
development, adaptation, diversity and
interactions among science, technology and
society as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

U. Demonstrates an understanding of the characteristics and uses of various primary and secondary
sources (e.g., databases, maps, photographs, media services, the Internet, biographies, interviews,
questionnaires, artifacts); utilizes information from a variety of sources to acquire social science
information; answers social science questions; and evaluates information in relation to bias, propaganda,
point of view and frame of reference. 
V. Applies evaluative, problem-solving and decision-making skills to geographic and cultural information,
ideas and issues by identifying problems, gathering information, listing and considering options,
considering advantages and disadvantages, choosing and implementing solutions, and assessing the
solutions’ effectiveness. 
W. Communicates and interprets geographic and cultural information in written, oral and visual form (e.g.,
maps and other graphics) and translates the information from one medium to another (e.g., written to
visual, statistical to written or visual). 
X. Analyzes geographic and cultural data using geographical tools and basic mathematical and statistical
concepts and analytic methods. 
Y. Understands and analyzes the characteristics, distribution and migration of populations and the
interactions between people and the physical environment, including the effects of those interactions on
the development of Texas, the United States and the world. 
Z. Demonstrates knowledge of the institutions that exist in all societies and how the characteristics of
those institutions may vary among societies. 
AA. Demonstrates an understanding of how people use oral tradition, stories, real and mythical heroes,
music, paintings and sculpture to represent culture in communities in Texas, the United States and the
world (e.g., importance of individual writers and artists to the cultural heritage of communities;
significant examples of art, music and literature from various periods). 
BB. Understands the relationship between the arts and the times and societies in which they are
produced, including how past and contemporary issues influence creative expressions, and identifies
examples of art, music and literature that have transcended the boundaries of societies and convey
universal themes such as religion, justice and the passage of time. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 003 (Geography and Culture): The
teacher understands and applies knowledge of
geographic relationships involving people,
places and environments in Texas, the United
States and the world; the teacher also
understands and applies knowledge of cultural
development, adaptation, diversity and
interactions among science, technology and
society as defined by the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

CC. Analyzes relationships among religion, philosophy and culture and their effect on ways of life in
Texas, the United States and the world. 
DD. Understands and analyzes how changes in science and technology relate to political, economic,
social and cultural issues and events.



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 004 (Economics): The teacher
understands and applies knowledge of
economic systems and how people organize
economic systems to produce, distribute and
consume goods and services.

A. Compares and contrasts similarities and differences in how various peoples at different times in
history have lived and met basic human needs, including the various roles of men, women, children and
families in past and present cultures. 
B. Understands and applies knowledge of basic economic concepts (e.g., economic system, goods and
services, free enterprise, interdependence, needs and wants, scarcity, roles of producers and
consumers, factors of production, specialization and trade, entrepreneurship); knows that basic human
needs are met in many ways; and understands the value and importance of work and of spending,
saving and budgeting money. 
C. Demonstrates knowledge of the ways people organize economic systems and of the similarities and
differences among various economic systems around the world. 
D. Understands and applies the knowledge of the characteristics, benefits, and development of the free-
enterprise system in Texas and the United States and how businesses operate in the United States free-
enterprise system (e.g., importance of morality and ethics in maintaining a functional free-enterprise
system and the impact of past and present entrepreneurs). 
E. Applies knowledge of the effects of supply and demand on consumers and producers in a free
enterprise system. 
F. Demonstrates knowledge of patterns of work and economic activities in Texas and the United States,
past and present, including the roles of consumers and producers, and the impact of geographic factors,
immigration, migration, limited resources, mass production, specialization and division of labor, and
American ideas about progress and equal opportunity. 
G. Demonstrates knowledge of categories of economic activities, economic indicators and how a
society’s economic level is measured. 
H. Understands the effects of government regulation and taxation on consumers, economic
development and business planning. 
I. Demonstrates an understanding of major events, trends and issues in economic history (e.g., factors
leading societies to change from rural to urban or agrarian to industrial, economic reasons for
exploration and colonization, economic forces leading to the Industrial Revolution, processes of
economic development in different areas of the world, factors leading to the emergence of different
patterns of economic activity in the various regions of the United States). 
J. Analyzes the interdependence of the Texas economy with those of the United States and the world.



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 005 (Government and Citizenship):
The teacher understands and applies
knowledge of concepts of government,
democracy and citizenship, including ways that
individuals and groups achieve their goals
through political systems.

A. Demonstrates knowledge of historical origins of democratic forms of government, such as ancient
Greece. 
B. Understands and applies the purpose of rules and laws; the relationship between rules, rights and
responsibilities; the fundamental rights of American citizens guaranteed in the Bill of Rights and other
amendments to the United States Constitution; and the individual’s role in making and enforcing rules
and ensuring the welfare of society. 
C. Understands the basic structure and functions of the United States government, the Texas
government and local governments (including the roles of public officials); the relationships among
national, state and local governments; and how local, state and national government services are
financed. 
D. Demonstrates knowledge of key principles and ideas contained in major political documents of Texas
and the United States (e.g., the Declaration of Independence, United States Constitution, Texas
Constitution) and of relationships among political documents. 
E. Demonstrates an understanding of how people organized governments in colonial America and during
the early development of Texas. 
F. Understands the political processes in the United States and Texas and how the United States political
system works. 
G. Demonstrates knowledge of types of government (e.g., democratic, totalitarian, monarchical) and
their respective levels of effectiveness in meeting citizens’ needs (e.g., reasons for limiting the power of
government, record of human rights abuses by limited and unlimited governments). 
H. Understands the formal and informal processes of changing the United States and Texas
Constitutions and the impact of changes on society.
I. Understands and promotes students’ understanding of the impact of landmark Supreme Court cases. 
J. Understands the components of the democratic process (e.g., voluntary individual participation,
effective leadership, expression of different points of view, the selection of public officials) and their
significance in a democratic society. 
K. Understands the importance of effective leadership in a constitutional republic and identifies past and
present leaders in state, local and national governments and their leadership qualities and contributions. 



STUDENT
OUTCOMES

Competency 005 (Government and Citizenship):
The teacher understands and applies
knowledge of concepts of government,
democracy and citizenship, including ways that
individuals and groups achieve their goals
through political systems.

L. Demonstrates knowledge of important customs, symbols, landmarks and celebrations that represent
American and Texan beliefs and principles and contribute to national unity. 
M. Analyzes the relationships between individual rights, responsibilities and freedoms in democratic
societies. 
N. Applies knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizens and nonprofit and civic groups in Texas
and the United States, past and present, and understands characteristics of good citizenship (e.g.,
community service) as exemplified by historical and contemporary figures. 
O. Understands how the nature, rights and responsibilities of citizenship vary among societies.



TENTATIVE
SCHEDULE

Dr. Dennis reserves the right to update the course
modules' order and/or content as needed to ensure
students master the content outlined in the course
description and the course objectives.
More details for each assignment will be provided in
Canvas.

Module 1: Social Studies Instruction and History- July 8, 2024- July 14, 2024

Module 2: Government, Citizenship, Economics- July 15, 2024- July 21, 2024

Module 3: Geography and Culture- July 22, 2024- July 28, 2024

Module 4: Book Unit- Historical Fiction- July 29, 2024- August 4, 2024

Final Exam:  August 5, 2024

CLASS
RESOURCES

TEXTBOOK: 
TExES Core Subjects EC-6 (391) Book + Online (TExES Teacher
Certification Test Prep) First Edition

Publisher:   Research & Education Association; First Edition
(December 21, 2022)
Language   :   English
Paperback   :   544 pages
ISBN-10   :   0738612774
ISBN-13   :   978-0738612775 

REQUIRED NOVEL: 
Hana's Suitcase - A True Story

Publisher   :   Jyotsna Prakashan (December 1, 2007)
Language   :   English
Paperback   :   182 pages
ISBN-10   :   8179251799
ISBN-13   :   978-8179251799

OTHER RESOURCES: 
Annenberg Learner Workshops
Texas History Timeline / Texas State History Museum 
Journal Articles 



GRADING

ASSESSMENTS: 
Discussions 40% 
Activities/Exams 60% 

Grading Scale (% of total points) 
A=89.5-100% 
B=79.5-89.4% 
C=69.5-79.4% 
D=59.5-69.4% 
F=0-59.4% 

Readings: Readings will be provided for each module utilizing journals, PowerPoints, and historical
documents.

Discussions (35%): Class discussions will occur in Canvas or Padlet over readings.

Activities/Exam (60%): The activities throughout the course will be completed collaboratively and independently.
Specific instructions for each activity are in Canvas. The activities are designed to provide hands-on experience in
designing and teaching Social Studies Curriculum.

Students will take one comprehensive final exam. The final exam will be proctored, and students will not
be able to use any materials on this exam. 

COURSE
POLICIES

1. Written Assignments
8 ½ x 11 paper
Times New Roman
12 point-font
Double-spaced
1-inch margin
Free of typographical errors
The assignment title will need to be centered at the top of the first page
Save the document in the following format: Last Name_First Name_Assignment Title

2. Late Work
All assignments are due by midnight Central Standard Time on the due date. 
Late work will only be accepted for extenuating circumstances approved by the instructor.
Assignment due dates will be posted on Canvas.

3. Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as the appropriation of material that is attributable, in whole or in part, to
another source without any indication of the original source, including words, ideas, illustrations,
structure, computer code, and other expression or media, and presenting that material as one’s own
academic work being offered for credit or in conjunction with a program course or degree
requirement(s). Students must utilize their own language and expression while completing all
assignments.
Any assignment found to be plagiarized will receive a grade of zero. Moreover, students may face
disciplinary action, including a failing grade in the course. It is recommended that students submit
their assignments through Unicheck within Canvas to identify potential plagiarism that needs to be
addressed before submitting the assignment to the instructor.



UNIVERSITY
POLICIES

UT Tyler Honor Code
Every member of the UT Tyler community joins together to
embrace: Honor and integrity that will not allow me to lie,
cheat, or steal, nor to accept the actions of those who do.

RESOURCES
UT Tyler Resources for Students

UT Tyler Writing Center (903.565.5995),
https://www.uttyler.edu/academics/success-services/writing-
center/index.php
UT Tyler Tutoring Center (903.565.5549),
https://www.uttyler.edu/academics/success-services/tutoring/index.php
The Mathematics Learning Center, RBN 4021, is the open-access
computer lab for math students, with tutors on duty to assist students
enrolled in early-career courses. 
https://www.uttyler.edu/academics/colleges-schools/arts-
sciences/departments/mathematics/math-learning-center/index.php
UT Tyler Counseling Center (903-565-5746)
https://www.uttyler.edu/student-life/health-wellness/student-
counseling-center

Policies:
For a full list of university policies, including information related to the topics listed below, click here.

Students Rights and Responsibilities
Campus Carry
Tobacco-Free University
Grade Replacement/Forgiveness and Census Date Policies
State-Mandated Course Drop Policy
Disability Services
Student Absence due to Religious Observance
Student Absence for University-Sponsored Events and Activities
Social Security and Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Statement
Emergency Exits and Evacuation
Student Standards of Academic Conduct

https://www.uttyler.edu/policies.php

