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The Best Places to Raise a Family in Texas: Developing the 
Hibbs Institute Family Index 

Source: Hibbs Institute for Business and Economic Research. 

 



 

 
Source: Hibbs Institute for Business and Economic Research using 

ESRI Business Analyst.

Health and Safety (30%) 

• Primary Care Physicians (10%) 

• Registered Nurses (10%) 

• Uninsured Children (5%) 

• Crime Rates (5%) 

Amenities and Recreation (15%) 

• Food and Grocery Stores (5%) 

• Recreation and Entertainment Places (5%) 

• Restaurants, Bars, and Clubs (5%) 

Economic Performance (25%) 

• Unemployment Rate (10%) 

• Basic Needs Affordability Ratio (5%) 

• Per Capita Income (5%) 

• Housing Affordability Ratio (5%) 

Social Environment (10%) 

• Children in Poverty (5%) 

• Income Inequality (3%) 

• Children in Single-Parent Households (2%) 

 

Quality Education (20%) 

• Highschool Diploma Rates (10%) 

• Bachelor’s Degree Rates (5%) 

• School Enrollment Rates (2%) 

• Student per Teacher Ratio (3%) 

 



 

Table 1. Factors description by categories 

 



 



 

Source: Indexes calculated by the Hibbs Institute for Business and Economic Research.
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Table 20. Hibbs Institute Family Index, Ranking Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) in Texas 

Source: Indexes calculated by the Hibbs Institute for Business and Economic Research. 

 

 



 

 

  

 
Health and Safety 

• Primary Care Physicians and Registered Nurses:  

Chmura Economics and Analytics. https://www.chmura.com/ 

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 

• Share if Uninsured Children:  

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 

• Criminality Rates:  

Federal Bureau of Investigation (2019). Table 8. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2019/crime-in-the-u.s.-2019/tables/table-8/table-8-state-

cuts/texas.xls 

Economic Performance 

• Unemployment Rate and Per Capita Income:  

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 

• Basic Needs Affordability:  

Amy K. Glasmeier, “Living Wage Calculator,” Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2024. Accessed on October 2024,  

https://livingwage.mit.edu 

• Housing Affordability Index:  

Texas Real Estate Research Center. https://trerc.tamu.edu/data/housing-affordability/ 

Education Quality 

• Highschool Diploma Rates, Bachelor’s Degree Rates and School Enrollment:  

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 

• Student per Teacher Ratio:  

Chmura Economics and Analytics. https://www.chmura.com/ 

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 

Amenities and Recreation 

• Food and Grocery Stores, Recreation and Entertainment Places, Restaurants, Bars & Clubs: 

ESRI Business Analyst.  https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-business-analyst/overview 

Social Environment 

• Children in Poverty, Income Inequality and Children in Single-Parent Households:  

2023 ACS 1-year estimate, U.S. Census Bureau. https://data.census.gov/table 
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