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University of Texas at Tyler 

Professor: Rolf K. Kotulla, MSCJ 
 

ONLINE ONLY Course 
 

Phone: (903) 235-7117 
Email: rkotulla@uttyler.edu or rkotulla1@gmail.com 

 
Office Hours: I do not have an office.   Please send an e-mail or call 

 

 
 
Course Description: Forensic science is a broad term that encompasses any scientific inquiry that is applied 
to the legal system. This course is designed to familiarize the student with the most common forensic 
disciplines including, but not limited to, criminalists, forensic biology, forensic chemistry, and death 
investigation. Students will learn about the types of evidence each discipline is responsible for as well as 
common methods of evidence analysis and interpretation. This course will also discuss current research in 
forensic science as well as the challenges that modern forensic investigators face in the crime scene, 
laboratory, and courtroom settings. 
 
Course Format: This course is taught entirely online. All course interactions will take place through Canvas, 
UT Tyler’s learning management system. Video lectures are provided for each module, and there are a variety 
of other online technologies used to facilitate class assignments. In order to be successful, you will need to 
complete all online components of the course. To help you stay organized, a course schedule is provided for 
you in Canvas. 
 
Course Prerequisites: CRIJ 1301 Introduction to Criminal Justice  
 
Learning Objectives: By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

1. Distinguish the different forensic disciplines and the legal system within forensic science 
2. Compare/contrast the types of evidence each forensic discipline examines 
3. Discuss the historical and print development of forensic science 
4. Explain how forensic scientists identify, collect, and analyze forensic evidence 
5. Describe common forensic analysis methodologies 
6. Identify the appropriate type of evidence for different forensic analyses 
7. Apply the scientific method to forensic evidence 
8. Critique how modern technology enhances and limits forensic analysis 
9. Analyze the influence of DNA evidence has had on forensic analyses from different fields 
10. Identify ethical considerations for forensic scientists 
11. Identify the roles of coroner, medical examiner, and forensic anthropologist within forensic science. 
 

Course Materials: This semester there are a variety of readings that you will be assigned for this course.  You 
will be using one required text, but there will be other readings posted online.  Please check on Canvas for 
each unit to identify those.  

Required: 

Forensic Science: An Introduction to Scientific and Investigative 
Techniques, 5th edition 

o S. Bell 
o ISBN: 9781138048126 (Hardback) 
o ISBN: 9781315170336 (E-book) 

mailto:rkotulla@uttyler.edu%20or%20rkotulla1@gmail.com
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Course Policies 
 

Class Conduct:   
 

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a courteous manner, both in their interactions with other 

students and with the professor.  Furthermore, this class focuses on a variety of different issues that may 
spark discussion among students.  Please be respectful of others’ opinions and experiences, and do not be 

aggressive or combative over the topics being discussed in the course.  You are all adults and are expected to 

use Netiquette appropriately while working on online assignments.  You are also expected to be respectful 

during your interactions with other students and the faculty members when in the classroom. 
 

Communication: 

As a college educated criminal justice practitioner, you will be expected to speak and write professionally, 

that is, have a highly developed vocabulary and make appropriate word choices, use correct grammar when 

speaking and writing, and speak and write concisely and accurately.  As a professional, your reports will be 

examined by agency superiors, prosecution and defense attorneys, judges and, under FOI, the media.  Your 
oral communication skills will be judged both within your agency and externally as you speak daily with 

professionals, conduct interviews, testify in court, and are recorded by or quoted in the press.  All written 

assignments should be word-processed and subjected to thorough spelling and grammar checks.  These 
standards always apply to your everyday speech, emails, etc. 

Improving students’ oral and written communication skills is a University of Texas at Tyler instructional 

objective, reinforced by each college, department, and program therein.  Therefore, it is an important 

objective of this course, and every opportunity will be seized to accomplish this objective. 

Each class member is expected to complete all assigned readings and demonstrate an increasing ability to 

analyze, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information.  Class members will be assigned as discussion leaders 
relating to various topics and readings.  Active and thoughtful participation through informed comment and 

demonstration of leadership behavior through class discussion shall constitute a major portion of one's 

course grade.  Mere attendance does not constitute participation. 

This is what a UT Tyler Criminal Justice graduate is expected to do in the CJ workplace.  
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Course Grades 

 

 

 

Your course grade for the semester is dependent on the work that you put into the class.  You earn the grade 

you earn.  Please see the following course assignments you are required to complete for the semester. 

Reading Quizzes 
To promote retention and comprehension of the assigned reading material, you will complete a short reading 
quiz each week. Quizzes will consist of multiple choice and true/false questions only. You may take each quiz 
up to three times. Only the highest score will count towards your final grade. 
 
Class Activities 
Class activities are designed to help supplement the reading and lecture material for that module. A diverse 
range of activities (writing, hands-on, research, etc.) will be included to appeal to different learning styles and 
encourage student engagement. Most class activities will be graded using a standardized rubric. Submissions 
will be graded based on the overall professionalism of the submission and the content of the activity itself. 
 
 
Lecture Video Quizzes 
All lecture material will be provided in mini-lectures focusing on different disciplines within the field of 
forensic science. Lecture videos include multiple choice and true/false quiz questions embedded directly into 
the video. Quizzes are automatically scored and entered into your Canvas gradebook. You may retake the 
video again for a higher score. Textbook 
Chapter  
Complete 
Typical Module Structure 
 

 
 
Discussion Boards 
There is one group project in this course, described on the next page. Sine this course is done asynchronously, 
meaning on your own time, you will use discussion boards and Canvas groups to collaborate with your group 
members throughout the group project.  

 

Forensic Misconduct Website 
Jurors are usually very trustful of forensic experts, and it is therefore of very important that forensic analysts 
hold themselves to the highest ethical standard. Unfortunately, there are always a few bad apples, people who 
are willing to lie, cheat, or plant evidence to get the findings they want. Given their access to multiple cases at 
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a time, one instance of misconduct can cause a ripple effect in the criminal justice system, leading to reopened 
cases, overturned convictions, and public mistrust of the entire forensic science field. 
 
This activity will be completed in small groups. You will be assigned to a group by Dr. Bailey. Your group will 
create a website that documents high-profile cases of misconduct by forensic investigators. The website will 
be developed on Google Sites, a user-friendly, collaborative website building program. 
 
Misconduct Cases 
Fred Zain, forensic chemist 
David Kofoed, crime scene investigator 
Annie Dookhan, forensic chemist 
Gary Veeder, fiber analyst 
Sandra Marie Anderson, cadaver dog handler 
Joyce Gilchrist, forensic chemist 
David Harding, state trooper 
Nika Larsen, forensic chemist 
James Woodson, forensic evidence specialist 
Justin McGee, crime scene investigator 
Jonathan Salvador, forensic chemist 
Sonja Farak, forensic chemist 

 

 
Group Member Responsibilities 
I expect you to adhere to the following conditions during group activities: 
 

1. Notify me and your group members as early as possible if you are unable or unwilling to participate in 
any part of the group activity.  

2. Participate in your group to the best of your ability. You should expect to meet outside of class time (in 
person or virtually) to complete group assignments. 

3. Split group work evenly between all group members so that all group members contribute equally to the 
final product. 

4. Provide all requested contributions to your group before the assignment due date so that the group 
activity can be compiled, edited, and finalized together. 

5. Do not wait until the deadline to bring concerns to your group members and/or the professor.  
6. Bring your best self to your group. 

 
Group activities include both individual and group grade components. Based on the evaluation survey and 
unsolicited feedback, I reserve the right to adjust the group grade for any individual group member. 
 

Additional Policies 

• Late Assignment Policy 

As a rule, I do not accept late assignments.  I never spring any last-minute assignments on you – from the 

first day of class, you will know what is due and when it is due to me.  It is up to you to plan accordingly 

as you have ample time to complete these assignments.  

If you do not turn in your assignments on time, it is a zero in the gradebook and I will not grade the 
assignment.  If you are severely ill, you must inform me of your illness within 2 days of the missed 

assignment and it is mandatory for you to provide medical documentation to me to be eligible for make-

up.   
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The same policy goes for a death in the family.  I know this may sound strict to you, but time management 

is your responsibility in a university class. 

 

• Email Policy 

I like to keep open lanes of communication between students and myself.  If you need to ask any 

questions or discuss anything class related, please do not hesitate to email me, or call me.  As I said 

before, please include CRIJ 4309 in the subject line, so I know that it is class related.  You may also email 
me through Canvas, but please do not leave comments in the assignments themselves.  I do not go back 

and check for those.  My preferred method of contact is through email, please try that first.  Please use 

professionalism in emailing faculty members and address them by their designated title. 

You are responsible for checking your email daily.  I frequently email students individually or as a group 

– if I send you an email, I assume that you have read it and are informed with the message.  At most, I will 
send you two emails and if I do not have a response in a reasonable amount of time then I will assume 

you have chosen not to reply to me, and I will act accordingly.  For instance, if you submit a paper and I 

cannot open the attachment I will email you to send me another copy of the paper.  I will always include a 
reasonable deadline – if you do not respond by that deadline that I will not grade the paper and you will 

not receive credit for it.  

 

• Instructor Expectations 

Just as I have certain expectations of you, you should have certain expectations of me.  If you email or call 
me, you will receive a response within 48 hours during the business week and business hours.  Email 

responses during late hours and the weekend are not a guarantee, so late minute questions for 

assignments may not receive answers if they are sent during those times.   

As for grading, you will receive feedback on all assignments within 2 weeks.  Please do not email within a 
day or two of the assignment submission looking for a graded assignment.  If there is a technological 

issue, please get in touch with the university IT department.  I am unable to fix Canvas issues that are 

system based. 

 

 

 

• Resources to assist you in the course  

• UT Tyler Student Accessibility and Resource (SAR) Office (provides needed accommodations to 
students with document needs related to access and learning)  

• UT Tyler Writing Center  
• The Mathematics Learning Center  

• UT Tyler PASS Tutoring Center  

• UT Tyler Supplemental Instruction  

• Upswing (24/7 online tutoring) - covers nearly all undergraduate course areas  
• Robert Muntz Library and Library Liaison  

• Canvas 101 (learn to use Canvas, proctoring, Unicheck, and other software)  

https://www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices/
https://www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices/
https://www.uttyler.edu/writingcenter/
https://www.uttyler.edu/writingcenter/
https://www.uttyler.edu/math/mlc.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/math/mlc.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/tutoring/
https://www.uttyler.edu/tutoring/
https://www.uttyler.edu/si/
https://www.uttyler.edu/si/
https://www.uttyler.edu/tutoring/online/
https://www.uttyler.edu/tutoring/online/
https://www.uttyler.edu/library/
https://www.uttyler.edu/library/
https://www.uttyler.edu/library/research/liaisons.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/library/research/liaisons.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/canvas/
https://www.uttyler.edu/canvas/
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• Digital Support Toolkit (for supported courses only.  Students are automatically enrolled in the 
toolkit for supported courses)  

• LIB 422 -- Computer Lab where students can take a proctored exam  
• The Career Success Center   

• UT Tyler Testing Center  
• Office of Research & Scholarship Design and Data Analysis Lab  

 

Resources available to UT Tyler Students  

• UT Tyler Counseling Center (available to all students)  
• TAO Online Support Center (online self-help modules related to mental & emotional health)  
• Military and Veterans Success Center (supports for our military-affiliated students)  
• UT Tyler Patriot Food Pantry  

• UT Tyler Financial Aid and Scholarships  

• UT Tyler Registrar’s Office  
• Office of International Programs  

• Title IX Reporting  

• Patriots Engage (available to all students.  Get engaged at UT Tyler.)  

University Policies and Information and UT Tyler Students Rights and Responsibilities 
 
To know and understand the policies that affect your rights and responsibilities as a student at UT Tyler, 

please follow this link: http://www.uttyler.edu/wellness/rightsresponsibilities.php 

• UT Tyler is a Tobacco-Free University 

All forms of tobacco will not be permitted on the UT Tyler main campus, branch campuses, and any 
property owned by UT Tyler.  This applies to all members of the University community, including 

students, faculty, staff, University affiliates, contractors, and visitors. 

Forms of tobacco not permitted include cigarettes, cigars, pipes, water pipes (hookah), bidis, kreteks, 

electronic cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco, and all other tobacco products. 

There are several cessation programs available to students looking to quit smoking, including counseling, 

Quitline’s, and group support.  For more information on cessation programs please visit 
www.uttyler.edu/tobacco-free. 

 

• Withdrawing from Class 

Students are allowed to withdraw (drop) from a course through the University’s Withdrawal Portal.  
Texas law prohibits students who began college for the first time in Fall 2007 or thereafter from 

dropping more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career.  

The number includes courses dropped at other 2-year or 4-year Texas public colleges and universities.  

Make sure to consider the impact withdrawing from any course has on your academic progress as well as 

the financial implications.  We encourage you to consult your advisor(s) and financial aid for additional 
guidance.  

https://www.uttyler.edu/career-success/
https://www.uttyler.edu/career-success/
https://www.uttyler.edu/testingcenter/
https://www.uttyler.edu/testingcenter/
https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/
https://www.uttyler.edu/research/ors-research-design-data-analysis-lab/
https://www.uttyler.edu/counseling/
https://www.uttyler.edu/counseling/
https://www.uttyler.edu/counseling/resources.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/counseling/resources.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/military-and-veterans-success-center/
https://www.uttyler.edu/military-and-veterans-success-center/
https://www.uttyler.edu/service/food-pantry.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/service/food-pantry.php
https://www.uttyler.edu/financialaid/
https://www.uttyler.edu/financialaid/
https://www.uttyler.edu/registrar/
https://www.uttyler.edu/registrar/
https://www.uttyler.edu/oip/
https://www.uttyler.edu/oip/
https://www.uttyler.edu/titleix/
https://www.uttyler.edu/titleix/
https://www.uttyler.edu/engage
https://www.uttyler.edu/engage
http://www.uttyler.edu/wellness/rightsresponsibilities.php
http://www.uttyler.edu/tobacco-free
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CAUTION #1: Withdrawing before census day does not mean students receive a full refund.  Please see 

the Tuition and Fee Refund Schedule.  

CAUTION #2: All international students must check with the Office of International Programs before 
withdrawing.  All international students are required to enroll full-time for fall and spring terms.  

• Final Exam Policy 

Final examinations are administered as scheduled.  If unusual circumstances require that special 
arrangements be made for an individual student or class, the dean of the appropriate college, after 
consultation with the faculty member involved, may authorize an exception to the schedule.  
 
Faculty members are required to maintain student final examination papers for a minimum of three 
months following the examination date.  

 
• Incomplete Grade Policy 
 

If a student, because of extenuating circumstances, is unable to complete course requirements by the end 
of the semester, then the instructor may recommend an Incomplete (I) for the course.  
 
The “I” may be assigned in lieu of a grade only when all the following conditions are met:  

(a) the student has been making satisfactory progress in the course.  
(b) the student is unable to complete all course work or final exam due to unusual circumstances that 
are beyond personal control and are acceptable to the instructor; and 
(c) the student presents these reasons prior to the time that the final grade roster is due.  
The semester credit hours for an Incomplete will not be used to calculate the grade point average for 
a student.  The student and the instructor must submit an Incomplete Form detailing the work 
required and the time by which the work must be completed to their respective department chair or 
college dean for approval.  
 
The time limit established must not exceed one year.  Should the student fail to complete the work 
for the course within the time limit, the instructor may assign zeros to the unfinished work, compute 
the course average for the student, and assign the appropriate grade.  
 
If a grade has not been assigned within one year, then the Incomplete will be changed to an F or to 
NC, if the course was initially taken under the CR/NC grading basis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Grade Appeal Policy 

 
UT Tyler’s Grade Appeal policy requires the completion of a Grade Appeal form for this action to take 
place.  The grade appeal begins with the instructor of the course.  
 
If a student does not agree with the decision of the instructor, the student may then move the appeal to 
the department chair/school director for that course.  
 
If the student is still dissatisfied with the decision of the chair/director, the appeal moves to the Dean of 
the College offering that course, who has the final decision. 
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 Grade appeals must be initiated within sixty (60) days from the date of receiving the final course grade.  
The Grade Appeal form is found in the Registrar’s Form Library.  

 
• Disability/Accessibility Services 
 

In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the 
ADA Amendments Act (ADAAA), The University of Texas at Tyler offers accommodations to students with 
learning, physical and/or psychological disabilities.  
 
If a student has a disability, including a non-visible diagnosis such as a learning disorder, chronic illness, 
TBI, PTSD, ADHD, or a history of modifications or accommodations in a previous educational 
environment, the student is encouraged to visit https://hood.accessiblelearning.com/UTTyler and fill out 
the New Student application.  
 
The Student Accessibility and Resources (SAR) office will contact the student when the application has 
been submitted and schedule an appointment with the Assistant Director Student Accessibility and 
Resources/ADA Coordinator.  
 
For more information, including filling out an application for services, please visit the SAR webpage at 
http://www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices, the SAR office located in the University Center, # 3150 or call 
903.566.7079.”  

 
• Military Affiliated Students:  

 
UT Tyler honors the service and sacrifices of our military-affiliated students.  If you are a student who is a 
veteran, on active duty, in the reserves or National Guard, or a military spouse or dependent, please stay 
in contact with your faculty member if any aspect of your present or prior service or family situation 
makes it difficult for you to fulfill the requirements of a course or creates disruption in your academic 
progress.  
 
It is important to make your faculty members aware of any complications as far in advance as possible.  
Your faculty member is willing to work with you and, if needed, put you in contact with university staff 
who are trained to assist you.  
 
Campus resources for military-affiliated students are in the Military and Veterans Success Center (MVSC).  
The MVSC can be reached at MVSC@uttyler.edu or via phone at 903.565.5972.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Academic Honesty and Academic Misconduct 

 
The UT Tyler community comes together to pledge that “Honor and integrity will not allow me to lie, 
cheat, or steal, nor to accept the actions of those who do.”  
 
Therefore, we enforce the Student Conduct and Discipline policy in the Student Manual of Operating 
Procedures (Section 8).  

 
• FERPA  

 

https://hood.accessiblelearning.com/UTTyler
http://www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices
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UT Tyler follows the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) as noted in University Policy 
5.2.3. The course instructor will follow all requirements in protecting your confidential information.  

 
• Recording of Class Sessions 

 
Class sessions may be recorded by the instructor for use by students enrolled in the course.  Recordings 
that contain personally identifiable information or other information subject to FERPA shall not be 
shared with individuals not enrolled in the course unless appropriate consent is obtained from all 
relevant students.  
 
Class recordings are reserved only for the use of students enrolled in the course and only for educational 
purposes.  Course recordings should not be shared outside of the course in any form without express 
permission.  

 
• Absence for Official University Events or Activities 

 
All courses follow the practices related to approved absences as noted by the Student Manual of 
Operating Procedures (Sec. 1 -501).  

 
• Absence for Religious Holidays 

 
Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a religious holiday are requested to inform the 
instructor by the second-class meeting of the semester.  

 
• Campus Carry 

 
We respect the rights and privacy of students who are duly licensed to carry concealed weapons in all 
courses.  License holders are expected to behave responsibly and keep a handgun secure and concealed.  
More information is available at http://www.uttyler.edu/about/campus-carry/index.php 

http://www.uttyler.edu/about/campus-carry/index.php

